
 

  

December 2015 The 

Advent Schedule 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

November 29, December 6, 13, 20 at 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 

Special Events During Advent 
HANDEL’S MESSIAH CONCERT 
Friday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m.  

Saturday, December 5 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

ALTERNATIVE GIVING FAIR 
Sunday, December 6 from 9:15 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

 
MESSY CHURCH 

Tuesday, December 8 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Sunday, December 13 at 3:00 p.m. 

 
“CHRISTMAS AT WILLIAMSBURG” 

Sunday, December 20 
featuring WUMC choirs (both services) 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

Monday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
A Service of Hope & Light on the Longest Night 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 

5:00 p.m.  Family Worship & Children’s Pageant 
7:00 p.m.  Candlelight Worship & Holy Communion 
9:00 p.m.  Candlelight Worship & Holy Communion 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25 

10:00 a.m.  Informal Worship 
 

*All events are free.  Childcare is available for all Sunday services,  
Messiah Concerts, and the 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve services* 

Messenger 
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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

A young mother was taking a course in sociology.  The class was assigned to go out and smile at three 
people and document their reaction.  The next day, she and her family were in a McDonald’s on a cold, clear 
morning.  She writes, “We were standing in line, waiting to be served, when all of a sudden everyone 
around us began to back away, and then even my husband did.  I did not move an inch.  An overwhelming 
feeling of panic welled up inside me as I turned to see why they had moved.  As I turned around I smelled a 
horrible ‘dirty body’ smell, and there standing behind me were two poor, homeless men.”  

One of them smiled up at her, looking for acceptance.  The second man fumbled with his hands, obvi-
ously mentally deficient and totally dependent on his friend.  They had a handful of coins and bought only 
coffee because that was all they could afford.  They had to buy something in order to sit down where it was 
warm. Acting on impulse, she bought two extra breakfasts and took them to the table where the men sat.  
“I put the tray on the table and laid my hand on the blue-eyed gentleman's cold hand.  He looked up at me, 
with tears in his eyes, and said, ‘Thank you.’  I leaned over, began to pat his hand and said, ‘I did not do 
this for you, God is here working through me to give you hope.’” 

Hope is what Christmas is all about.  As we enter the season of Advent that leads to the celebration of 
the birth of our Savior at Christmas, enjoy the lights, the music, the food, the gifts, the love of family and 
friends, but never lose sight of the hope of Christmas.  For there will come a time when you, too, will be go-
ing through your own time of travail, and you will need to lift your eyes from your sorrow to your Savior, 
from your misery to a manger wherein lies your salvation. 

There is a wondrous poem found in many places on the Internet.  Maybe you have seen it.  It does a 
wondrous job of reminding us of that truth.  It is titled, “Do You Still Have Hope?” I’m going to shorten it 
just a little bit, but listen to its message:  

If you can look at the sunset and smile, then you still have hope . . .  If you can find beauty in the colors 
of a small flower . . .  If you can find pleasure in the movement of a butterfly . . .  If the smile of a child can 
still warm your heart, then you still have hope . . .  If you can see the good in other people . . .  If the rain 
breaking on a roof top can still lull you to sleep, If the sight of a rainbow still makes you stop and stare in 
wonder . . .  If the soft fur of a favored pet still feels pleasant under your fingertips, then you still have 
hope . . .  If you meet new people with a trace of excitement and optimism . . .  If you give people the ben-
efit of a doubt . . .  If you still offer your hand in friendship to others that have touched your life, then you 
still have hope . . .  If receiving an unexpected card or letter still brings a pleasant surprise . . .  If the suf-
fering of others still fills you with pain and frustration . . .  If you refuse to let a friendship die, or accept that 
it must end, then you still have hope . . .  If you look forward to a time or place of quiet and reflection . . .  
If you still buy the ornaments, put up the Christmas tree or cook the turkey . . .  If you still watch love sto-
ries or want the endings to be happy, then you still have hope . . .  If you can look to the past and smile . . .  
If, when faced with the bad, when told everything is futile, you can still look up and end the conversation 
with the phrase . . . “yeah . . . BUT . . .” then you still have hope . . .  Hope is such a marvelous thing.  It 
bends, it twists, it sometimes hides, but rarely does it break . . .  It sustains us when nothing else can . . .  
It gives us reason to continue and courage to move ahead, when we tell ourselves we’d rather give in . . .  
Hope puts a smile on our face when the heart cannot manage . . .  Hope puts our feet on the path when our 
eyes cannot see it . . .  Hope moves us to act when our souls are confused of the direction . . .  Hope is a 
wonderful thing, something to be cherished and nurtured, and something that will refresh us in return . . .  
And it can be found in each of us, and it can bring light into the darkest of places . . . Never lose hope . . . 

That’s food for thought!  May you have a blessed and hope-filled Christmas! 
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Thoughts from Kay 

Ho Ho Ho!  Have a holly jolly Christmas!  It’s the best time of the year . . . right? 

The truth is, while the Christmas season can be glorious, it is also extremely 
stressful.  Calendars are busier and obligations are greater.  With all the festivities 
comes pressure to have a “great” Christmas, complete with shiny bows, fabulous 
presents, and bountiful joy — even if that’s not how we really feel.  For some of us, 
the winter itself with less sunlight and more enforced indoor hours is difficult.  For 
others, the burdens of caregiving for a sick spouse or parent are magnified.  After 
the loss of a loved one their very absence from the festivities is an ongoing reminder 
of our grief.  Existing financial pressures increase with the necessity for gift giving 
and party going.  Health issues are a challenge that doesn’t take time off for Decem-
ber.  Broken relationships become more prominent and problematic in the spotlight 
of the season.  Sometimes just the feeling of the holidays not being all they are 
“supposed” to be can lead to disappointment.   

For these reasons, and many more, increasing numbers of people find them-
selves dealing with sadness, anxiety, or depression during the holidays.  Know that 
symptoms like losing interest in everyday activities and special events, unexplained 
weight or sleep changes, anger or irritability, difficulty concentrating, and feelings of 
hopelessness can be signs of depression, and you should talk to your doctor about 
them.  Christians are no more or less likely to deal with depression than anyone else. 

As Christians we can not only practice good self-care with our own mental health, 
but be aware of the needs of our loved ones and those around us.  Realize that this 
can be a difficult season, and be aware of the burdens that others feel.  We believe 
that prayer works, and we can come to God with not only our own struggles, but 
with those of others.  Sharing our stories with those we trust, finding supportive 
small groups, and being willing to take the time we need for ourselves are all good 
strategies for confronting emotional burdens.     

There is good news at Christmas.  Whatever we are walking through, God is with 
us.  The God who was born in a lowly stable knows what challenges life can bring, 
understands human pain, and ultimately reminds us that hope triumphs over despair.  
If we can learn to face these issues openly and honestly, with Christ-like compassion, 
we can bring light, hope, and healing to our hearts, our homes, and our community.  
Allow time to truly keep your eyes on God and prepare yourself for the wonder that 
is to come.  Allow space for God’s power to lift you up.  If you are struggling, be 
gentle with yourself, and know that you are not alone.  Be prepared to let the holi-
ness of the season transform you once more.  And in the midst of the harried reality 
of life, maybe you’ll catch the whiff of the miracle.   

If you are coping with sadness, depression, anxiety, feeling down, or just love 
someone who is, I invite you to join Pastor Helen Casey-Rutland and me at our annu-
al Blue Christmas service on December 21 at 6:30 p.m.  It’s a lovely celebration, with 
gorgeous music and candlelight, of hope and joy in the midst of real life challenges.  
Life might not be all Ho Ho Ho or holly and jolly, but still our loving Savior is born.  
That is always the good news.   Merry Christmas. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kay Barré 
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Messy Church in 
December 

Our next Messy Church will be on Tuesday, De-
cember 8 from 5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m., and our 
theme will be “Christmas.”  We will be celebrating 
Christmas in a special “messy” way with many fes-
tive crafts, special games, and inspiring celebration!  
In addition, our dinner will be an especially delicious 
occasion as we asking all attendees to bring in their 
favorite Christmas side dish or dessert!  Messy 
Chefs, you are welcome to participate, too, by shar-
ing your favorite Christmas dish/dessert.  If you 
would like to volunteer to help, contact Cindy Banek 
(229-1771). 

Advent Season Events 

Alternative Giving  
Fair 2015 

 

Join us 

Sunday,  

December 6 

From 

9:15 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. 

Friends and families, please join us 
November 29 during the Sunday 
School hour for our annual Advent 
Wreath making event.  We will also 

be stuffing stockings for the  
Salvation Army.  A list of items to fill 
each stocking and an example of the 

stocking size is located at  
Connection Corner.  Please bring 

items to the church Fellowship Hall 
on November 29..   

Messiah 
Friday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 5 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Messiah continues to be a tremendously popular 
tradition for Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
and the community.  For the third year in a row, we 
will have two scheduled performances.  This year’s 
Messiah is conducted by Director of Music Minis-
tries, Lou-Anne Smith with Sarah Kate Walston 
(soprano), Branch Fields (bass), Phaedra McNorton  
(mezzo-soprano), and Ian Lane (tenor) as well as 
the professional Handel Chamber Orchestra.  Mem-
bers of the Messiah Chorus are from our church and 
community.  The event is free to the public.  Invite 
your family, friends, and neighbors to join you in 
attending Messiah 2015. 

Advent 

Wreaths  

Stockings 

 & 

17th 
Annual  
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Advent Season Events 

Sunday, December 13 

3:00 p.m. —  4:00 p.m. 
 

WUMC Sanctuary 

Featuring Organ, Piano, Vocal 

and Handbell Compositions! 

Be An Angel  

& Help Others 
 

Bring warmth and hap-
piness to children this 
Christmas season!  Do not 
forget the Hat, Glove, 
and Sock Christmas 
Tree located near the 
front office.  Beginning 
Sunday, November 
29, bring in a warm 
hat or a new pair of 
socks, gloves, or 
mittens, and help a 
child experience 
the full meaning 
of Christmas!  
This is a great 
family activity!  
All donations 
will be given 
to local chari-
ties.   

Annual 
Respite Care Benefit 
Christmas Concert 

Free concert with a voluntary plate offering to benefit Respite, 
an engaging enrichment program for dependent seniors.  A 
portion of the concert’s proceeds will be used to provide a 

love gift to our compassionate, skilled activity team.   

Monday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m. 

A Blue Christmas service, sometimes called a Service of the Longest Night, is 
for anyone who might feel “blue” during the Christmas season, and all those who 
support them.   All are welcome for this touching and uplifting worship service of 
music and candlelight, remembering that “the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness cannot overcome it.” 

Blue Christmas  

A Service of the Longest Night 



 

6 

With Advent comes the gift of four weeks to ponder what God’s gift in Jesus means to each one of 
us.  Give yourself a gift and visit the church library to check out an inspiring book to journey with through the 
season.  Among the many selections on display you’ll find brief studies for individual and family use such as 
Mike Slaughter’s CHRISTMAS IS NOT YOUR BIRTHDAY and CHRISTMAS FROM THE BACK SIDE by J. 
Ellsworth Kalas;  an in depth look at what the gospels say in THE FIRST CHRISTMAS by Marcus Borg and 
John Crossan; Leo Buscaglia’s heartwarming SEVEN STORIES OF CHRISTMAS LOVE; and GIDEON’S 
GIFT, Karen Kingsbury’s inspiring work of fiction. 

There are wonderful gifts for our children, as well.  Learn about the MIRACLE IN A SHOE BOX; discov-
er WHY CHRISTMAS TREES AREN’T PERFECT; hear the MESSAGE OF THE BIRDS; meet THE SING-
ING SHEPHERDS; and embark on a JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM. 

And still another gift, THE SUICIDAL PLANET, a new addition to our collection on the problem of cli-
mate change, the real issues and the roles technology, individuals and the government play in preserving our 
planet.  Our thanks to the Green Committee for their donation of this timely book in the large print edi-
tion.  Look for book on display on the new book shelf. 

If you are looking for an alternative gift for a teacher or your favorite bibliophile whose bookcase simply 
won’t hold another volume, consider donating a book to the church library in their 
honor.  New “Wish Lists” for both adult and children’s books along with donation forms 
are posted on the bulletin board outside the library.  Gift cards will be provided and 
all gifts acknowledged.  If you have questions, contact Judi French (565-
1138), Denise Hinders (221-0907) or Lou Chatfield (564-9296). 
  

“Do give books — religious or otherwise — for Christmas. 
They are never fattening, seldom sinful and permanently personal.”   

— Lenore Hershey 

Library News 

2015 UMW Bazaar Report 
 

The United Methodist Women would like to sincerely thank the congregation 
of Williamsburg United Methodist Church, family and friends, and the entire community 

for supporting us at our bazaar on November 7.  Not all figures are in yet, but as of this writ-
ing, the bazaar has taken in a gross amount of $20,877.28.  After all expenses are deducted, 
we anticipate a net figure of over $18,000.00 will go to both local and global missions.  We are 
very excited about these figures!  The missions receiving these monies will be extremely grate-
ful to all who participated in the bazaar. 

For those who donated items to the bazaar during our collection days, we sincerely appreci-
ate your donation.  For those who attended the bazaar, we hope you enjoyed your time shop-
ping at the various booths, participating in the Silent Auction, getting a snack at the Library Ca-
fé, or enjoying lunch at the Bazaar Bistro.  We sincerely appreciate the time you spent with us 
on that Saturday! 

 

Bonnie Knizatko 
UMW President and 2015 Bazaar Chair 
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the 
deadline for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed 
or neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for gram-

mar, spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

UMW Book Club  
The December meeting of the UMW Book Club will be held on 

Monday, December 14, at the home of Linda Upshaw, 101 Mathew’s Grant, in  
Kingsmill.  We will be reading and discussing Help, Thanks, Wow, by Anne Lamott.  This 

book is in the Spiritual Growth category of the UMW Reading Program.  For those reading 
ahead, we will be discussing January First by Michael Schofield, for our January meeting.   

For more information about the UMW Book Club, contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617).  All people are welcome 
to join us — even if you haven’t read the book.  We promise a lively discussion! 

Happy reading in this Holy Advent season! 

Sixth Annual Sweetheart Banquet 
Presented by Early Childhood Music School Board and Faculty 

(Proceeds benefit Elliot’s Song)  

 

 Entertainment by ECMS Singing Servers & ECMS Alumni! 

 

No sweetheart?  No problem.  Groups are welcome! 
  

Friday, February 12, 2016 in Fellowship Hall 

Starting with yummy appetizers at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Tickets sales begin  in January. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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An Irishman’s English Christmas goes American 
 

There’s been a lot online recently about little red cups and attacks on Christmas, keeping 
Christ in Christmas and so on.  The same debate has been happening in England over re-
cent years too.  And in all three countries I’ve lived in, there are Christmas traditions — 
Midnight Mass all across Ireland on Christmas Eve (often, admittedly, a detour on the 
way home from the pub for many people . . .), Christingle services in England, school 
Nativity plays in both countries, trees and decorations common to all three.  

Traditions are important, and I’m slowly establishing a few of my own by now — 
it seems January is my month to head home — and learning new ones.  But for all 
the traditions, one thing remains — the birth of Jesus is central to it all, whether 
we and the society we live in recognizes that or not.  At youth group we’re about 
half way through a 3 year program that involves dipping in to every book of the 
Bible. Some events get a mere mention, some books get a look in every year, but 
the whole series revolves around Christmas (and of course Easter). 

September through Christmas each year we look at the Old Testament, leading up to the prophecy and 
incarnation of Jesus.  December to Easter(ish) we immerse ourselves in the Gospels, reflecting on the life and 
teachings of Christ up to Easter and then until we reach the summer break we’re in the rest of the New Tes-
tament, looking at how Paul and others applied the Gospel to life.  

In a few weeks we’ll look at Micah, and be reminded to love mercy, act justly and walk humbly with God. 
Keeping Christ in Christmas isn’t about red cups, or wrapping gifts, or traditions.  It’s about coming back 

again to the point of recognizing that a little baby, 
born into a messy stable, brought justice for the poor 
and oppressed, spoke up for the marginalized, loved 
all who sought him out and those who didn’t.  As we 
gather to worship this Christmas, in the youth center, 
in the Sanctuary, in our homes or wherever, Christ is 
the center of Christmas, let’s let everything else fall 
into place around Him.  
 

Grace and peace to you this Christmas season, 

Andy Glascott, 
WUMC Youth Director 

Senior Pastor’s Mid-Week Bible Study  
 

Meets in Fellowship Hall Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  

& Thursday mornings from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 

The Acts of the Apostles, the fifth book of the New Testament, is a valuable tool for under-
standing the growth of the Church following the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We 
will begin each session with Dr. James “Mickey” Efird’s video lectures on this book of the New Tes-

tament to help us understand and apply the Biblical story to our own life and the life of our 
church, followed by an in depth look at one of the biblical passages led by Senior Pastor Bill 

Jones.  Our first class of the New Year will be on Wednesday, January 6 and 
Thursday, January 7. 
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By Hasbrouck Hughes for The Society of St. Andrew 
 

With all our attention to diets, reducing, and staying in shape, it is difficult to realize that 50 million Amer-
icans are "Food Insecure."  "Food Insecurity" refers to the state of being without reliable access to a suffi-
cient quantity of affordable, nutritious, food.  By contrast, some 133 billion pounds of food is wasted annually 
in America. 

The Society of St. Andrew is an Advance Mission Special project of the United Methodist Church.  Since 
the early 1980s it has sought to salvage food that would be wasted and transport it to locations where the 
hungry may obtain it.   All the food salvaged is donated, and the Society of St. Andrew donates it to places 
equipped to feed hungry people. The major cost is in the packaging and transportation.  

January through September in 2015, 19,000 volunteers in 3,347 events, gleaned nearly 12 million pounds 
of produce, and prepared for distribution nearly 9 million pounds of potatoes, to provide for the hungry in our 
country.   This means a total of more than 20 million pounds of produce was saved from waste and made 
available to America's hungry. 

Find out more about the Society of St. Andrew at 
www.EndHunger.com.  Also, you can read the Society's Advent 

Daily Devotions on that website or pick up a hard copy of the devotions 
in the Atrium or Narthex. 

 

"I was hungry and you gave me food." (Matthew 25:35) 

Giving Tuesday! 
Giving Tuesday!   This year it’s December 1.  Please consider extending the spirit of giving thanks into the 

Advent season by participating in UMC Giving Tuesday.   On this day from 12:00 a.m. — 11:59 p.m. Central 
Time, online donations to Advance projects and missionaries of UMC will be matched dollar for dollar up to 
the first $1 million in gifts.   As you plan your donation, remember that early morning is best to ensure that 
the $1 million matching funds have not already been allocated. 

Below is a list of missions and missionaries with which WUMC has a covenant relationship or with which 
we provide some support:  

 

 

Your Global Outreach committee members plan to be online early on December 1 to make our contribu-
tions so that they will be matched!   We’ll be connected to www.umcmission.org/give and we hope you 
will too. 

Your Global Outreach Team 

 Cookson Hills Center/Oklahoma  

#582161  

 Jeremiah Project/Virginia  

#3021220 

 Clara Biswas/Cambodia  

#13952Z 

 Jacques Umembudi/Democratic 

Republic of Congo #14020Z 

 Nancy Robinson/Sierra Leone  

#3021816 

 Kip Robinson/Sierra Leone  

#3021815 

 Hope Center/Latvia  #3020447  

 Camp Wesley/Latvia  #15160N 

 Leonarda’s Home of Hope  

#3021077  

Society of St. Andrew Office 

3383 Sweet Hollow Rd. 

Big Island, VA 24526 

(800) 333-4597 

http://www.EndHunger.com
http://www.umcmission.org/give
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Silver Saints Christmas Luncheon 
 

The Silver Saints will meet Wednesday, December 9 at noon at the Windsor-
Meade Clubhouse for our Christmas luncheon.  Please bring a dish to share, $2 to 
cover expenses and food items for FISH.  If you would like to participate in the gift ex-
change bring an inexpensive gift. 

Let us know if you plan to attend so the gate attendant will know.  All are wel-
come!  Contact Art & Loretta Heezen (565-2518) or lorettaheezen@gmail.com. 

A Prayer for Christmas Morning  
 

O God, our Father, we thank you for Christmas time, and for all that it means to us. 

We thank you that, when Jesus, Your Son, came into this world, He came into a 
humble home. 

We thank you that He had to grow up and to learn like any other boy. 

We thank you that He did a good day’s work, when He grew to manhood, as the 
carpenter in the village shop in Nazareth. 

We thank you that He was tempted and tired, hungry and sad, just as we are. 

We thank you that He was one with His brethren in all things, that he truly shared this life with its struggles 
and its toils, its sorrows and its joys, its trials and its temptations. 

We thank you that He knew what it is to live in a home circle, just as we do; to earn His living, just as we do; 
to know friendship and to know the failure of friends, just as we know it. 

We thank you for the service of His life; the love of His death; and the power of His Resurrection. 

Grant, O God, that, when He comes to us, He may not find that there is no room in our hearts for Him; but 
grant that this Christmas day He may enter into our hearts and abide there for evermore. 

Hear this our prayer,  Amen 

From William Barclays “Everyday Prayers” 
 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, contact Cindy Banek (229–1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

The United Methodist Mens’ Holiday Breakfast will will be held Saturday, 
December 12, at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Terilyn Goins, a local singer, 
will present our UMM Christmas program.  Ms. Goins' is a spirit-filled entertainer 
whose four albums are testimony to her beautiful voice.  Spouses and significant 
others are invited to join us for this special breakfast.  Cost is $7.00 per person.   

For reservations, contact John Tressler (259-1193). 

mailto:lorettaheezen@gmail.com
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of November: 

Darrel Burri 
 

Elsie Juanita Padgett Meloy, 
mother of Mike Meloy  

 

Jane Wimbish Weaver,  
sister of Trish Kline 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

The Gift that Costs Nothing  

but Means Everything 
 

I am A+.  Blood type, that is.  The Red Cross likes my blood donations, but they covet even more the do-
nations of my type O family members.  O is the universal donor blood type. 

Blood donation is an amazing thing.  It is voluntary.  Donors do not get paid.  Donors never know the 
beneficiaries of their gifts.  And yet every day thousands of people across the country donate blood.  And 
every day, hospitals save lives with that blood.  Many members of this congregation have benefitted from the 
generous blood donations of strangers. 

The United Methodist Church encourages not only blood donation, but also organ and tissue donation. 
The Discipline calls such donations acts of self-giving agape love.  

Volunteering to be an organ or tissue donor is easy.  You can do it when you get your driver’s license.  Or 
you can fill out and register the forms online, with your doctor, with your lawyer, or at the hospital.  Filing the 
proper forms is important.  But the most important part of choosing to be an organ donor is making your 
wishes known to your loved ones.  

Have the conversation.  When you get to the place where you no longer need your body, what are your 
wishes?  If possible, do you want to give to others the gift of sight, or new lungs, or a kidney, or a heart?  Or 
do you want your whole body to be donated to science so that the cause of medicine can be advanced?  In 
this season of giving, talk to those closest to you about your wishes.  Let your doctor know as well.  And 
make sure you know the wishes of your loved ones.  

In the meantime, if you are eligible, consider signing up to donate blood.  An hour of your time, a quick 
finger prick and a single needle stick — that’s all it takes.  And they give you free snacks!  Drop in on a blood 
drive or contact the Red Cross (1-800-RED-CROSS) or www.redcross.org. 

No matter how hard you shop, you’ll never find a bargain this good.  Cost: $0.0.  Benefit: the gift of life. 

May the hope, joy, peace, and love of this season be with 
you and with all the world. 

Helen Casey-Rutland 
Minister of Congregational Care 

Condolences   

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
http://www.redcross.org
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Global Outreach 

On behalf of the congregation of WUMC, 
your Global Outreach team has chosen these 
four organizations to receive a portion of our 
annual special Advent offering: 

 

UNITED METHODIST FAMILY SERVICES 

 

PRISON MINISTRY  

 

IMAGINE NO MALARIA  

 

CAMP WESLEY 

On behalf of the congregation of WUMC, 
your Local Outreach team has chosen these 
three organizations to receive a portion of 
our annual special Advent offering: 

 

WELCOME HOME GUEST HOUSE  

RE-ENTRY PROGRAM 

 

FISH  

 

ANGELS OF MERCY  

MEDICAL CLINIC 

2015 Advent Offerings Beneficiaries: 
Local Outreach 


